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Querela Temporum : 


THE 


Danger of the Church of England. 


In a LETTER from the Dem 
Prebend of 


Dear SIR, 


E T me employ Iome few 
Moments in venting my 
Thoughts to you at. a di- 

ſtance, u pon that Subject which 
histakenuploma iy cfourTIcurs 
while we were together. The 
Impretion grows ſtronger upon 
ms now chat [| am alone,and tc 
to the mercy of tormenting Ree 
fi:tions. The Ruin, which you 
and t have often bemoanzd, vi 
fidly threatning our Church, 15 
exccedingly magnity'd, and in 
Vito: « to me, and mutt be to 


. # 


us all, when we fadly conſider 
how we have been led on in our 

Simplicity, like the Men that tol- 
lowed Abſatom, to be the Inftru. 
ments of our own Deſtruction : 
And have been engeged fo far in 
it, before we were aware, thac 
w2 are now afraid to look back, 
tho! we are aftonilR'd to el ink 

what theend of all-may be. 

I am ſufficiently affured, Thar 
much . the greateſt part 'of the 
Clergy have come ta to the Go 

vernmeat , as you and I have 
A tone, 


dent, out of a Proſpet to pre- 
f-rve the Church : For if all had 
ftuck out, we did dreadtully ap- 
prehend thac the Presbycerians, 
conſidering our King's Educa- 
tion and Biafs that way,and their 
great M-rit in the Revolution; 
( for we were but drawn in. and 
that late, by a ſ-craing necelitty, 
and unwillingly. ) Our Reluc- 
tance, which we could not con- 
ceal (and at fi:{t many of ns di. 
not deſire to conccal it ) was the 
pubiick Diſcourſe of the Nation ; 
and fo much taken notice of, 
that the At impoſing the Oaths 
gid not ſuppcf that all the Cler- 
gy would take them, an there- 
}c-t8 left a Proviſion for a certain 
Number ot ſuch of then as {hou!d 
re fuſe the Oaths ( which I am 
heartily forry has not been ap- 
ply'd;) and thoſe of us who 
r10k the Oaths, did it wich fach 
Dittincticns, and Declarations , 
«nd Salvos, 'as made it, plain to 
all che World, That we were not 
hearty in it, but had a doubting, 
which is a reſiſting Canſcience. 
Whcreas the Presbyterians, and 
Conmon-wealth-men , ( with 
ilome Atheiſts and Latitudina- 
31ans, Who calld themſcives of 
wur Church, though no other- 
wiſe than becauſe it was Efta- 
liſhed by Law) were art the bot- 
tom of the whole Contrivance of 
rag Revolution ; and Derided us 
io fee into what a Nooſe they 
had brought us, that we kagw 
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not what to Reſolve upon: Whe» 
ther to venture the Reproach or 
th2 Nation, by a Change of Prin. 
Ciplcs (ar leaſt as is would be 
thought }. and to go in to the 
Government z-or to leave K. H7- 
liam wholy in their hands who, 
brought him in, and to run the 
hza!d cf all the Conſequences 
wot;ld foilow from his looking 
upon the Church of Enzland as 
lis Enemies, and the Presbyte=. 
rians as the only Church which 
wou'd ſtick by tim I fay, thee 
Conſiderations, joyned with his 
own Inclination, and the little 


Zeal of the Generality of the 


Laity for any Church or Rel:- 
gion, farther than ſuiced with 
cheir Inrereſts, made us to ap- 
prehend, That if we had not ta» 
ken the Oaths,the whole Church - 
might have been over-turn'd alt 
at once ; and Presbytery , or 
Somerhing like it, ft np in 1s 
Place, as has-been done 1n Scot» 
laud. 

Whenthele Conſiderations had. 
deterinined us in this matter, we 
were not yct without great Fears 
what might be the Conlequence,, 
on the other hand, that K. H:-. 
lam could not poſlibly but ſee 
that our Converſion was Forced, 
and Counterfeit, and would ( as 
ſach Converſions always do ) 
make us greater Enemics to hn 
than we were before: And that 
therefore having ſerved his Ends 
by us, he wou'd watch his time 

Oo 


compaſs it more eaſily, though 
may be not fo ſpeedily by our 
Compliance, havirg by that 
made us cheap, and broken our 
Authority wich the People. And 
(O my Friend !) how has he 
fucceeded in that ! If chat was 
his Deſign. 1 believe no Age can 
produce ſo ſudden and great a 
Change; as 'twixt the Aﬀections 
of the People to us ar this time, 
and what they were while King 

ames was here. I am ſure it. is 
a changed World with us, what- 
ever ir may be to others,! We 


« were then Hoſanna'd, and now it 


is next door to. Crucify , while 
they cannot refrain ſhewing a 
Concerh and Reverence for our 
Depriv'd Brethren. So that ir is 
plain, the Cauſe of our Conrempr 
15 our Compliance wich thoſe 
who do now Repreach us : And it 
is needleſs. ro argue , 'That they 


arc in the ſame Fault, and were 
ficſt in the Fau't, and drew or. 


force us in. They ſay we were. 
their Guides, and ought to have 
led'them, and not to have been 
led by chem. They think it no 
great matcer for them to be in a 
Fault 3 they think they have a 
Privilege to be leſs ſtrict than the 
Clergy ; and to be ſevere. upon 
our Miſcarriages, ſeems, in ſome 
ſort, a Vindication , at leaſt an 
Alleviation of their own : Which, 
though a very bad Argnment, 
yet we. ſuffer under it, : 


ERg 
' to deſtroy us. That he might 


Ani it terrifies me to-confider 
how much we may yet ſuffer by 
it, when I refle@ tinar thie Jneit- 
nation of the People was made a 
futhicient Pretence to Root out 
Eniſcopacy in Scot/and, notwith-, 
ſtanding that the Prince of O- 
range's Declaration to thot King» 
dom from the Hague, betore he 
came over, bound him to pre- 
ſ:rve their Church, as then Eſt4- 
thiſhed by Law, as welbas ours. 

If you think that the Iaclina> 
tions. of the People can» never bc 
made a Pretence againſt Epiſco- 
pacy in England , you will alter 
your Opimion when you fee how 
liccle Reaſon there was for that 
Prerence in Scorlawd-; as it is. 
made fully appear in the Defences 
and ' Apologies of the Fpuſcopal 
Church of Scotland , which have 
been printed Here fince this Re 
velution : Which alſo give m 

ccount by what Means and 
Methods a Cenwmion was ob- 
tained there, which ſhould Voce 
againſt: Epiſcopacy. 

As to the firſt, The Inclination; 
of rhe People; take the Account 
given in one of their - Apologies, 
which was Digeſted into Tex 
Queſtions, and printed Here , 
An. 1690. which informs us, 

© That the Nobility of the 
*Kingdom, ( a very few ,, not 
* above a Dozen excepted ) had 
all ſworn the Oarh, commonly 
© cailed the Tef; wherein all Fa- 
* natica}.PrinCiples and Covenant: 
* Obi: 


F Obligations wereRnounced and 
© Ajured : That not one of Forty 
* of chz Gentry, bur had ſworn it 
© alio; and that not Fifty (Gen- 
© tlemen) in all Scotland ( out 
© of the Heſt ) did upon the Indul- 
* dence Granted by King Fames, 
© An, 1687. iorſake their Pariſh 
* Churches to frequent Mezetmg 
i” Fluu'cs. 

* That the Gznerality of ch 
© Commens.live in Cutzes,and Mar- 
© bet Towns ; that all who could 
< be of th: Common Coruna! in fuch 
© Corporations, Or Were able to 
* follow any imgennorrs Trade,werc 


# CE 
© obliged ro take the Teſt, ( and: 


© had generally done it; ) Thar 
© the Clergy Rood. al for Epiſco- 
< pacy, there being of about a 
© Thouſaud (carcely Twenty Trim- 
* mers berwixe the Biſhop and 
* the Presbyterian Moderator : 
* Which Twenty, together with 
© all the Presbyterian Preachers, 
* could at make up the Fifth 
* part of fuch,a Number as the 
f ocher Side amounted to. That 
© inall the Univerſities,there were 
*not Fexr M:/ters, Henas, Or 
* Fellows, IncC.ined to Preszytery : 
* Thar the Coleges of Juſtice an 
* Phylick at, Edenbargh were {9s 
© averſe troin it, thac the Gene- 
© rality of them were realy laſt 
© Sutniner (vis 1659. ) to take 
© Arm<m Detence of their Epil- 
© coPpai Miailters. 

Thus that Author, And,which 
is yet a far greater Contirmation 


4) 


- —— CT ee te———_— 


of ail this to us, his ſpiteful Prev 
byeerian Adverlary, G. K. in his 
hirft Vindication of the (Presbyte- 
114n ) Church-of Scotland, which 
was writ in anſwer to theſe Ter 
Queries, and printed here in Lon- 
don,1690. and reprinted at Eden- 
burgh,1691. gives ſuch an Anſwer 
to this, 4s 15 a plain Confefſian 
of it. He yields plainly, all the 
Gang of the Clergy, (as he calls 
them ). except @ few : Tis Uni 
wverſuies, an:l College of Juſt ice, at 
leaſt, as lately ſtated ;, and the Co» 
neraliity of the Burgeſſes. 

Burt. then he endeavours. to 
make ſome Amuſements as to 
the ſo uwnwvwerſal Defettion ( in his 
Senſe) of the Nobility and Gentry; 
not only ia taking the Anti-Preſ- 
byterian Teſts, in the Reign of 
King Charles the Second (as Fear, 
Intereft, and ſuch ſordid Excules) 
but in adhering ttll co the Eps/- 
copal Communion after King _ 
Fames's Free Indulgence, 1687. tor 
which no Reaſon can be given 
but their own Inclinations ; the 
Frumr trom gourt lying then ra- 
ther on the other ſide. 

In another of theſe Scots 
Tracts, call:d, An Account of the 
preſent Perſecution of the Church of 
Scotland, publiſhedi£90. there 
in the third Letter we read, 

*That in the Yeais 1687, and 
©1688, when the Scniſm was in 
© its Elevation, there were bur 
* ſome Three or Four Presbyterian 
© Mecting houſes erected on the 
© North» 


© preater half of the xingom ; 
* and theſe too very little tre- 
* quented or encouraged. And 
© that on the South-ſide of that 
© River (except in the Five aſlu- 
*ciared hires in the We) the 
© Third Man was never engaged 
* in the Schiſm. 

In ſhort, we are aflured, as 
well by. theſs Authorities in 
Print, as by Gentlemen of Senſe 
and Reputation out of that Coun- 
try, that not a Fifth or Sixth part 
of the People of Scotland did 
joyn , at that time, with the 
Pre:byterians. 

And that was the Time to 
ſhew their Inclinations, when they 
might not only do ie without 
Fear or Hazard, but with ail the 
Proſpects of Advantage and Pre» 
ferment. 

How much more conſtant and 
firm were they to the Church in 
that Kingdom than in this : We 
did not bear the Temptation with 
fo lictle Lols as they. 

Every Teleration and Indulgerce 
which has been granted in Erg- 
land has made much more Ha- 
vock, and broeght more Rum 
to the Church, than we tind this 
( the moit dangerous one.) Fas 
done win Scotland. We have nor 
yet Recover'd from the Miſchict 
ef chat in 1692, Belore wiven 
our Church ſeemed to have taken 
tome Rout, and the Difſenters 
were wearing much cut of Fa- 
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© North-ſide of Tay, 1.7, in the 


ſkion 3; many of-the Chief of 
whom, ſzeing a fair likelihood n: 
the perpetuity of the Church , 
weie content to ſuffer their Chil- 
dren to be Educated in our Com- 
nrunion; though themſe:ives were 
aſhamed to comply , atter the 
long Oppoſicions they had made: 
Which ſhewed they were con- 
vinced both of the Lawfu/nef 
and Expediency of Conformity. 

Bur Fire anvdit Gun-powder 
does not work its deſtructive Et- 
fedt more ſuddenly, than that To- 
leration Shook and Rent, and al- 
mo{t Over twrn'd our Charch. T he 
very nexe Sunday after it was 
known , the Churches 12 many 
Places were almoſt quite Delſer- 
ted, and the Meetirg-houſes which 
betore were Neglected, and Re- 
{orted to by but a tew,and tho!z 
litele Regarded, were like T ren- 
ches, when the Sea has broke the 
Dykes, ſwoln and over-flown in 
a Moment. 

And Toleration upon Toleration 
has brought Ruin upon Rain ſince; 
that we are now Looſe at the 
very Roots, and at the Mercy of 
every Wind and Wave. 

And by the Accounts we have 
given us of Scotland , they are 
both more wnver/aily ind more 
z-a/ou/ly Epiſcopal ( eſpecially '£ 
you conſider the Gentry and No» 
bility ) chan the Peopls even in 
En: land. ; 

Ot which there is another re- 
ry great Inſtance, fince the Sts 

B Treaties 


Treatiſes above- quoted' were 
wrote. And that is, That, not- 
withſtanding the ſeveral Acts of 
Pail'/ament there for Aboliſhing 
Epiſcopacy, and Settling the Pres- 
byterian Government, and all the 
hery Z:al of the Covenanters now 
in Poſſeſſion, yer, through mo!t 
parts of the North, and many 0- 
ther parts of Scotland, they, to 
this day , refuſe ro admit the 
Preibyterian Miniters, who were 
' Tent to them, or to pait with 
their old Epiſcopal Clergy, though 
they neither Sear nor Pray ac- 
cording to the A#s : But keep 
them ftill in Poſſefſion of their 
Churches,and Renounce the Au- 
thority of the General Aſſembly, 
as not being Lawfully Conftitu- 
eed without Biſhops, And have 
lacely publiſhed a Paper in the 
Name of 1be whole Minifters be- 
North Tay ; and Twelve Mini- 
ſters at Aberdee. gave it, in their 
qQvn Names, and the Names of 
all che reſt, to the Commiſſzaners 
of the General Aſſembly, wherein 
they ſtand (till by their Depriv'd 
Biſhops : And as the Repreſent a- 
tion of the (ſaid) Committee of the 
Aſſembly for the North of Scot- 
land, to the Privy Council of that 
Kingdom, printed now by Au- 
thority ia London this Oftober 94. 
does exprels it, They not only 
plainly queſtion their Authority , 
( viz. ot the General Aſſembly) 
but the Authority of the Law where- 
by tbe Government of this Church # 


ſettled. Nay more, the Deprived 
Biſnaps there do not only conti- 
nue ro confer Holy Orders, butto 
fill the Churcbes with thoſe fo Or- 
dain'd; and the People keep them 
tn. As it is complained ot.in the 
{id Repreſentation which has been. 
D:iſperſed by the Presbyrterian. 
Faction through che Coffee-houſes 
in Loaden, as an Aggravation of: 
the Obſtinacy of the Scots Epiſco- 
2a/ians againſt the Government, 
as they, would have it under- 
ſtood ; with ſome Queries ad-. 
ded, to Diſengage us who have 
complied with this Government, 
from any concern tor the Sce:s 
Epilcopalians. 
5 Jag if the Presbyterian In- 
ereſt.is ſo Low in Scotland, how 
came they of late Years to make 
lo great a Noiſe here? Were 
They not the People who formed 
the Rebellions of Pent-land Hills, 
and Bothwell Bridge ? 
Yes. And were fo eaſily quel- 


led, as ſhewed the Party.to have. 


neicher Iztereſ#, nor Condt;, nor 
any other Qualification to ren- 
der them Conſiderable , beſides 


that of a mad Zeal; like our Fifth-- 


manarchy Mn , which , gratted 


upon Prefervidzm Scotorum In- 


genium, & ad audendum aptum, 
produced horrid Afiſlinations 
and deſperate Rebeilions, with- 
out any apprehenſion of Danger 
or Impoſſivilizies: For quicquid Scots 
agunt, valde agunt ; "I he Scots do 
every thing to the utmoſt. n 
1s 


or 


But how came that Party to 
gain ſuch a Convention there, as 
to Vote Epiſcopacy & Grievance, 
and contrary to the Inclimations 
of the People, as it is expreſled in 
their Claim of Right ? This looks 
like Management, or elle was ve- 
ry good Lack. 

There was Both in it, - the 
Scots Epiſcopal Apologifts do» ex- 
plain he n : _ Ihew the Arts 
of the Miniſters of State who 
were employ'd in that Affair. 
That poor Rabble of Covenanters 
in Scotland were but the Tools why 


followed the Cre given them ;. 


they had other help than their 
own, 

But there were ſome Concur- 
rents.in that Jundure,which con- 
tributed more than all the Pol;z- 
ticks, 

The Nation. was in a violent 
Ferment; and every one almoſt; 
except thoſe of the Caba/, were 
unw.lling to Dip themſclves in 
the Firſt At:of a New Conftitu- 
:ieu,not knowing where it might 
end. Beſides , the Epiſcopalians 


were, and are ſtill, generally at-. 


iced rowards King Fames ; and 
took as much Pains to keepthem- 
{:lves out of that Corvention, as 
the Presbyterians did to come in- 
to it. All which did not (ir 
could not ) prevent many more 
of the Epiſcopalians to be Return'd 
than ot the Presbyterians; the 
Epiſcopalians being 1o very much 


- the mazor Number , eſpecially 
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among the hetter fort; But nia» 
ny of the Epiſcopsli.ins would not- 
Sit; and many who Sat once,. 
quicted the Houſe , and would: 
appear no more ; thinking it 
culpable to be there. And others 
were forced away to fave their 
Lives from-the Fury of the Fana- 
tical Rabble, who- were arm'd, 
and made the Guard of the Con-- 
wention, a5 that extraordinary 
Man Sir George Mas Kinzie, and 
Others. Sir George Lockbart , a 
moſt eminent Lawyer, and who. 
vio'ently oppoſed the Vacancy of 
the Throne, was aſſaſſinate in the 
Streets of Edenburgh ; ſome ſay 
it was only through a private 
Fique, but that did not appear 
co all. The Archbiſhop ot Gla/-- 
gow, and others of. the Clergy, 
were openly. Inſured in the. 
Stretts, and no Remedy. And 
before the Convention was turn'd 
into a Parliament , the Biſhops 
were, by particular laitruments 
ſent to Duke Hamilton , then 
Commiſſioner, $xcluded from their- 
Right of Sitting in Parliament. 
Yer notwithſtanding of all 
this purging, they could not ger 
that Parliament ſo model'd,thar, 
it but Half of them had Su, chey 
would ever have aboliſhed Ep1/- 
copacy, or ſet up Preibyterz: And. 
rhe Scots Epiſcopal Party do 
vouch, That there were not one 
Thad pare of the Meaxbers pre-- 
lent, when Pre:bytery was there 
Eſtablim'd, 
; (oe 


'T am not now meddling with 
their Reaſons, why they would 
-not venture to Sit and Voce, at 
all Hazards. This 1s only to 
fa:w chat no Parl:ament can be 
bad in Scotland, which if Freely 
Sitting , would Aboliſh Epiſco- 
pacy : Ami! that the fxclmations of 
£52 People cannot be juſtly col- 
tetzd trom what was done by 
that, Lets chan a Third part of 
2 Parliament ; and that gather'd 
cogether by ſtrange Artifices, as 
the Scotch Accounts do inform 
us, asPlain as they dare ſpeak, 
in the Managemen: of th2irElec- 
in, and of the Prince of Orange's 
circular Letter, by which that 
«Convention was Call'd, being ſent 
where Preparations were made 
tor ics Reception, by ſome Places 
ater , and to ſoine not at all, 
who yet had Right of Elecing 
Members for Parliament. 

Yet all this could produce no 
fuch Appearance in 'the Conver- 
tion as would anſwer. their De- 
figns, but they were torced to 
take into that Convention Men 
'Q.:-lawed fer Treaſon, and 
under -other Legal Incapacines 
to Sit in Parliament, by the 
Laws and Teſts then in Force; 
as my Lord Argze himſelf, who, 
before his Artamder was taken-off 
by the Pariitameat , Sat in that 
Convention, and was fent up Ht- 
ther with the Tender of the 
Crown of Scotland. 
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And when they had done all, 
tryed all their Wayrand Means, 
L:gal2nd Hlegal, what a-con- 
temptible - Appearance was it 
which-they were able to procure, 
at the firſt opening of the Con- 
vention or Meeting of the Eft ates, 


( as they ſtil'd ic ) which was . 


the 14th of March, 1688. 

Of this we have a certain Re- 
cord, which is the As and Orders 
of the Meeting of the Eſtates of the 


' Kingdom of Scotland, ex:racted 


out of their Regiſter, and prin- 
ted by Authority in Edenburgh, 
1690. 

There in the At Declaring the 
Meeting of the Eſtates to be @ Free 
and Lawful Meeting, the 16th-of 
March, 1688, all there preſent 
do ſubſcribe the ſaid AR, and 
all their Names are printed in 
the ſaid AR. And there were 
but Fifty Burgeſſes in that -Con- 
vention, 

Neither muſt we reckon up- 
on all that {mail Number it ſelf, 
as appears by their Fourth A&, 
which is entitled, An Ad for 
putting the Kingdom mn a Poſture of 
Defence, the 19th of Marehb,16858. 
wherein we are told that ſeveral 
of the Members who had ſubſcri- 
bed the tormer AR, had (in that 
three Days time ) Deſerted the 
Meeting of the Eſtates , and pre- 
ſurn'd openly to correſpond with the 
Duke of Gordon. 'fince the Procla- 
mation of Imtercommuning againſt 
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Lim, und to Retire from thu Place 
(Edenburgh) -in form of Weirt ; 
and therefore commandsall from 
Sixteen to Sixty to Arm,e*c. 
The Matter was, many of 

thoſe Few who came to the Com 
vention did not know the Deſigns 
of the Managers ; which, afſoon 
as they perceived ,and that there 
was a Form'd Party to carry it 
on, they immediately quit the 
Convention, in Form of War ( as 
that Act ſays) and openly De- 
clared for King James. Among 
theſe was my Lord Dundee, who 
ſat the firſt Day of the Conven- 
tion, and his Name is among 
thoſe who ſubſcribed the fi: it 
AR above mentioned. 

- There were likewiſe Seven Bi- 
ſhops, whoſe Names are printed 
the Firſt of the Sub(cribers. 

But their Archbiſhop(of St. 4=- 
drews) as ours, would not come 
into the Convention at all ; and 
it ſeems all the reſt, but the *bove- 
ſaid Sevex,were of his mind. And 
that even theſe Seven were of 
thoſe who (as Lord Dundee,&c ) 
immediately quitted the Conver- 
tion. I lay, smmediately ; tor they 
ſubſcribed on the 1 6th of Aarch, 
and the Hue and Cry after them 
was in the *baveſaid A of the 
19th'ofthe ſame Month 

So that if we are to make any 
Computation of the Inclmations 
of the People trom this Convention, 
ic will operate rather againſt the 


preſentEſtabliſhment Fhere;trom 
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the-ſmall Appearance of tho Bur - 
geſfes, and their great and ſudden 
Deſertion. 

Bur if the Inclinations of the 
People is belt known by the Senſe 
of Parliaments, then it mult fol- 
low, That all along ſince the Re- 
formation the Inclinations of the 
People of Scotland have been for 
Epiſcopacy ; which has been rati- 
fied and confirmed by 27 Parla- 
ments in that Kingdom, (as they 
are Reckon'd up in theſe Scorch 
Epiſcopal Papers ) and where no 
ſuch Obje&ions, as inthe preſent 
Caſe, can be Alledged. Add to 
this, what I think a plain Con- 
fellion , That the Presbyterians 
dare not truſt a Free Parhament 
in Scotland; and that is, that 
notwithſtanding the great Ob- 
jection of a Convention ( not Cal- 
led together in the Legal Form ) 
becoming a Parliament by a Vote 
of their own, who were not 2 
Parliament before that Vote, or 
any otherwiſe than by that Vote, 
by virtue only of the Words 
themſelves pronounced , when 
they ſaid Hoc eſt Parliamentum, 
( which ſome have compared to 
Tranſubſtantiation; ) I ſay, not- 
withſtanding that the Convention- 
Parliament in England found it ne- 
ceſlary, for this Reaſon, to have 
the Convention-Parliament diſſot 
ved, and a new Parliament cho- 
ſen by the King's W*i, in the 


uſual Form : Becauſe ( as was 
ans * alledg:d ) the Conventios 


was 


was but in the Nature of a.Po- 
luntter, no Man being obliged 
to obey the Circular Letters of a 
Foreign Prince before he was de- 
Clared owr King, Nor did his 
Circular Letters \mport any other 
than a Vo/untary Compliance 
which he expected ſhould be 
paid to them. And therefore 
the SubjeRs would not think their 
Liberties preſerved , unleſs they 
had the Antient Freedoms of Elec: 
tion Re erved to them, to chuſe 
Members to ſcrve in Parliament, 
knowing before-hand that it was 
to be a Parliament : For a Cou- 
vention was new, both Name and 
Thing ; and few underſtood ei- 
ther the Nature of it, or the 
Ends and Purpoſes for which it 
was fummon'd ; and to metamor- 
Fboſe that into a Parliament, and 
then to continue it as ſuch, would 
be underſtood as a plain Cheat to 
Trick the People out of their 
Votes. Yet all theſe { obvious ) 
Reaſons, and the Example of 
England notwithſtanding , the 
Presbjterian Managers in Scotland 
dare not ſummon a new Par/ia- 
ment, but keep on ſtill the old 
Convention with the new Name 
of a Parliament. : And though 
they know that many of the 
Epiſcopal Perſwaſion There,are fo 
Zzalous, upon the point of the 
Gewernment, that they would not 
come in, though there were a 
new Parliament, yet the Presby- 
terians dare not truſt thoſe that 


C ro] 


might come in, againſt all thei 


own Strength, and all the Trim-. 


mers they could Bribe or Frigh- 
ten to their ſide. For they could 
never, by their Arts , compaſs 
ſuch a Parliament as woild not 
ſpue out Presbytery, as a Yoke 


which neither they nor their Fathers. 


were able to bear. They know it 
to be utterly impoſlible for them 
ever again to get ſuch a-Com- 
pany of Conventioners, as by their 


ſccret Intelligence laid (without 


oppolicion or ſuſpition of the 
Epiſcopal Party. ) leap'd toge- 
ther, and choſe one another, up- 
on the Prince of Orange's Circular 
Letters, which were left wholy 
to their Management. 

If all this be. cauſeleſly alled- 
red ; let chem convince us with 
the Free and Impartial EleRion 
of another Parliament. 

Or give any other Reaſon 


why they will nt, than that. 


they dare not Truſt the Þiclina-. 
tions of the People 3 which they 


know to be the moſt averſe to. 


chem, and moſt defervedly. 
There is another Thing which 
extreamly ſhews the Weakneſs of 
the Presbyterian Intereſt there : 
An that is, That they would 
ever have bzen able to have 
planted Presbyterian Miniſters 
there, if the Right of Parronages 
had continued ; for there were 
but very few Gentlemen in that 
Kingdom, to whom Advouſcas 
did belong, who would ever 
have. 
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Have preſented any Clerk, that was 
Presbyterianly inclin'd. Therefore 
all Patronages were taken away 
by AC of this Parliament. 

After which one would have 
expected that the Free Eletion of 
the People ſhould have been ſet 
up in its full Extent and Prero- 
gative ; becauſe this was it for 
which the Presbyterians chiefly 
contended ;- they made ic to be 
Fure Divino, ard call'd it, Chrift'; 
Legacy to the People, and ſaid it 
was Indefeaſible and Unalienable 
from them. 

But yer they were forced to 
Diſpenſe wich ir, as tbe. Firſt, and 
put the Calling of Miniſters into 
the hands of the Presbytery: For 
they found the Inclanations of the 
People Run againſt them, art leaſt 
of much the major Number, as 
well as of the Nobility and Gentry; 
and therefore this Method was 
meceſſary (though Amtichriſtian, by 
their own Principles ). for the 
firſt planting of the Geſpel ( as 
they ſtile the Preaching of the 
Covenant) in, that Prelatical 
Country. 

Neither. durſt they , for the 
time to come, trult the People with 
their Divine. Right of Elefting 
their Mmters, without clogging 
this Legacy of Chriſt ( as they 
calld it ) with ſuch Limitations 
a5 they coul.l not pretend are to 
be found in Scripture. That non: 
ſhould Votre in the Ele&ion of 
Ainiers till they firſt ſwore che 
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Oath of Allegiance to KR. iTgnr 


and Q. Mary, and ſign the Ai 
rence,” for which an Att of Par- 
liament is paſſed accordingly. 

Yer, . wich all theſe Bars and 
Deſences, they found very great 
Difficulties in planting thoſe 
Churches, which they have 
planted with Presbyterian Mini- 
ſters. 

Who were fo few in that 
Country, That they were forc'd 


to Ordain young Lads from: 


Shops, or the Plow, as they could” 


get them Gifted , without any 
Univerſity Learning : For theſe 
Springs, as themlzelves confeſs, 
were all corrupted; that is, in 
their Senſe , were wholy Epiſ- 
copal. 


And in the North of Scotland 


=S 


( az contelled in the Presbyterian / 


Repreſemation above-told ) they 


have got little or no Fouting to - 


this Day, In which parts they. 


are fo ſtrongly Epiſcopal; that, as 
[ read in a very accurate and in- 


genious Account of-the Proceed- 


ings there about the Convention: 


time. It were no hard Task, {ays 
he, to grue 4 juſk Account how ic 
only happen'd that there' was {o 
much as one N vrthern Member: 
(who was nt ſuch by Birth) of 


the Presbyterian Perſwaſion in the - 


Meeting of the Eſtates. 

Bur chere can be no fuch De- 
mon:tration, as cheir preſerving 
their Eps/cops! Clergy,and keeping 
our the Preibyterian, again't Re- 
peated 
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Peated As of Parliament ; and 
that che Privy Comncil (which has 
Fhere almoſt the Power of a Par- 
liament, in the Intervals oi Par- 
tiament ) have interpoſed their 
Autho1ity to Ratify the Decrees 
of the Presbytery. 

Nay, evenin their own Dear 
Weft Country, the 'Pretbyterians 
found ſo much Difhculty , 1n 
ſome Places, particularly near 
Edenburgh, to perte& their Re- 
formatica, that they were forced 
£0 fill a Church there with So/- 
diers to frighe the People from 
Singing the Doxology,from which 
they could not otherwiſe be-Re- 
duced. Was not this ſomee 
thing like Dragooning ! But I 
:280 ON. 
| fl may be thought Strange 
( Things being as here told ) 
what Ground or Pretence could 
be found for Repreſenting Eps/- 
ropacy to be contrary tO the .In- 
elinations of Theſe People. 

And herein appears a Swbtile 
but very wicked Polirick of che 
#4anagers then at Hebn. 

They firſt had Arms put into 
the hands of the mad Cameronian 
grue Presbyterian Rabble of the 
Weſt, and then :t them on to 
Mob the Epiſcopal Clergy, in theſe 
Fanatical Shires, which they ex- 
ecuted in a moſt Savage Man- 
ner : And from thence they Re- 
preſented the Inclinations of the 
People to be irreconcilable to Epife 
copacy. And upon Enquiry, 4 


cannot find that there is any 
now , who inſiſt longer upon 
that comman Place of the Incli- 
nations of the People-of Scotland:; 
Ir, tike ſome other Stories has 
ſerv'd its Turn, except one Syco- 
phant , who had - Presbyterian 
Education, and from his Infan- 
cy was taught to Hate and De- 
{pile Ep:ſcopacy, who has Deſer- 
ted his Church -in Eaſt Lothian, 
and was [Expell'd neither by 
Force, nor by the Rabble, nor 
any Sentence of any Presbyterian 
Tudicature ; but fearing that the 
Gentry -of his Pariſh, co whom 
he was always-moſt Dilagreabie, 
would lay hold of the preſent 
Opportunity to turn him out, 
when-their Inchnations was made 
the Srandarg, he thought it con- 
venient to leave the Place with 
le6 Diſgrace. 

And he is now encouraged by 
a certain Miniſter of State, te 
propagate that Notion here in 
England, that the Temper of the 
People in Scotlend is againft Epiſ- 
copacy, and moſt inclin'd to Pres- 
byrery. And the Rabbling of the 
Epiſcopal Clergy in ſome parts of 
ra Wah, is Aithe H——— 

This is all, -and every bit of, 
the Ground the Convention, or 
any other, had to Reprelent the 
Inclinations of the People as averſe 
to Prelacy. 

Nor had they had this Pre- 
rence it ſelf, if All the People even 
ia thoſe fame Fanatica —_— 


had been left to their own Tacli- 
nations : For when the College of 
Juſtice in Edenburgh, and uthers 

in whom remain'd what was 
lefe of any Right to Gewern alter 
King Fames quitted England and 
before any other Eſtabliſhment 
was Fram'd ) took Arms againſt 
this -nrdering Rabble, in the De- 
tence of the Epiſcopal Clergy, and 
Tuemſelves, (tor ſuch an 'Þus- 
dation threatened All ) a Procla- 
21ai:0 came out from the Prince 
of Orange commanding A! to lay 
down their Arms. This was 


obey'd by the College of Faſtice, 
and the reſt ot the Ep;/copal Par- 
ty : ( as thinking it ten«ling to- 
wards Peace and Settlement : ) 
Bur not act all by the others Say- 
ing they knew it was not inten- 
ded againſt Them. And accor- 


dingly made uſe of it (their Ene- 
mies being thus Diſarm'd ) to 
commit more infolent Barbari- 
ties agaiult the Clergy than be- 
tore. 

And in Reward for their Zeal, 
were not cnly continu d uw Arms, 
but maGc the Guard of the Con- 
vention , which ſcon after met, 

.under their Cracious Protettcn , 
and ated by their Influence. 
Theirs ! who thought it Merit, 
and the Carſe of. God, ro aſſaſſmate 
the Archbiſhop of St, Andrews on 
the High-way ; and declared it 
their Principle to murther , by 
whatever means, every Bz{op ; 
and every King and Man who 


took their part. Their: ! who for 
Declaring and At mg purſiant wo 
ſuch Diabotical Principles(though 
All the Genuine Effes of their 
common Mother the Covenant) 
were (out of meer Shame ) dif- 
own'd by other their Pharjſce 
Brechren of the Pre:byterians for 
throwing off the Sheeps-Cloathing, 
and aQting the Wolf fo plainly 
and above Board : For Ablice- 
ting not only the Simplicity of the 
Dove, but the Prudence of the 
Serzent, of whom they retain'd 
nothing but the Stz»g. And who 
could have any other thought 
than that Epiſcopacy was Reler- 
ved only for Execution, when it 
was placed under fuch Camers- 
ian Guards ? 

And when the moſt Violent 
and Bigotted Phanaticks were 
made the Principal Minifters of 
State ? 

But who was it choſe thoſe 
Miniſters ? That mult be the 
Kings Inclination. He choſe them 
according to bis own Inclinations ; 
and then took their Word, tor 
che Inc/inations of the Pecple. 

And can we think his Inclin* 
t:9ns are different in England, 
otherwiſe than as Reaſon of State 
inoves him ? 

The Experiment muſt Begin in 
Scotland : And according to tac 
Succels there, the Meaſures are to 
be taken here. 

And do we not ſee the ſame 
Meaſures taken here , though 

D per- 


perhaps in ſomewhat a flower 
March ? | 
Has not a certain great Man, 

of- an Intercit very contrary to 

that of the Church ; one whoſe 

Treachery towards it has made 

him an irreconcilable and inve- 

terate Enemy to zt, been brought 
trom bchind the Curtain, where 

he ate! fo much Miſchief un- 

izen, and now in a manner pub- 
lickly fet upon the Stage ? Has 
he not ated indeed as one defl- 
perate, ani that knows himſelf 
unſafe under any thing but a Fa- 
natick Party eſtabliſhed in both 
Kingdoms; as one that can 
hope for no torgivencſs from 
another Intereſt which he has fo 
perhdiouſly treated, and where 
all thoſe that'are leading and re- 
ſpeted Men know him fo well, 
have felt him, and are ſure nci- 
ther to be impoſed upon by hing 
more, nor cver to forget what 
he has done to the Church, and 
againſt them as the Patrons of 
tt; Have we not ſeen how things 
have turn'd ſince this ? Was not 
not the whole Miniſtry changed 
to bring in that Gang ? How 
bad fuch a Fellow as Jack Tren- 
chard, or. Somers, been hoiſted 
upon a ſudden where they now 
are,but mcerly on this Accompt, 
that they only were thonghtdeep 
cnough in a Fanatick Intereſt to 
ca Ty. on. this Deſign, ani to 
ſupport this new Foundation of 
fome greatMen, who muſt make 
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good what they are engaged in, 
and ſecure themſelves by 1horow 
work, or ſoon fall, and come to 
that end which they deſerve? 

My Lord Nottingham, a Man 
who they offer to reproach with 
nothing but his Fidelity to our 
Church, and his conftant Care of 
its Intereſt ; one ofſach allow'd 
Eapacity, Vigilancy, and indc- 
fatigable Diligence in his Office, 
and of ſuch known Fidelity to 
the Crown and this Govern- 
ment ; ſuch a Man as tis we 
ſee of a ſudden removed , and 
without any reaſon given ( but 
what is thus plainly leſt for any 
one to infer ) thruſt out of his 
Employment , diſgraced, and 
driven at as one ready to be Im- 
peached ; which Defign it was 
no great wonder to fee carried 
on under ſuch as could not pre- 
vent their being themſelves Im- 
peached, were the Government 
as it ought to be, or the Church 
reſtored to that Place which it 
ought to have, and which one 
may very juſtly ſay i muft have, 
unlefs Monarchy be defign'd for 
Ruin, 

The Juſtification which the 
Parliament laſt Year gave to the 
Admirals, after the moſt mah- 
tious and falſe Afſperfhons imagt- 
nable, did not hinder their be- 
ing thrown out with all the Dil- 
orace that could be put upon 
them. Ac leaſt thoſe Two that 
were the Chief, and chiefly 
noted 
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noted” for their Firmneſs to the 
Church, were ſo ſerved. What 
are the reſt of the Changes in the 
Admiralty, and every where elſe ? 
What are the Raſſels, and the 
W hartons, that are now in fuch 
Credit, and have their Friends 
every where advanced ?. Who 
knows not the Cabal at Court, 
and that Lord Sh who firſt 
went out of Court upon this 
bottom, and is now returned 


with this Party to be a Heart 
or a leading Man any wherg 
elſe ? 

Our Friends are fhiſtecl one 
apace. And now openly, and 
above Board, there have been 
new Regulations of ail che Com- 
miſſions of the Peace and Mil.:ia 
through England ; of the Lieutce 
nancy of London, the Cuſtoms, &c. 
an purpoſe to fill all with the 
Fanatical and Whiggith Tribe ; 


who have out-grown us, and are 
too many for us, in all Places of 
Truſt and Profit. ” 


again upon the ſame, is of this 
Confederacy ; and both too 
early, and too deeply, engaged 


——— 


* Either profeſſed and open Diſſenters, or the mcre dangerous Church Fa- 
miticks ; who keep-in our Communion no otherways than as Spies ;, who ri 
dicule 1s, and do us all the il! Offices that is m their Power ;, and vut watch 
an Opportunity to deſtroy us, and our Conſtitution. Of ſuch Principles (mn 
Intquons to the Church ) are the preſent Attorney and Solicitor General, 
and almoſt all the King's Council, as Wi, Williams, Serjeaus Tomplon, 
Mr. Hawles, &#c. Baron I.etchmore, Barn Tutton, that !ittie Barew 
Tell Clock Mr. Bradbury, «nd others upon the Bench. Ard wits Rultlel 
are joyn'd in the Commiſſion if the Admiralty that virulent Whig Cel. Art- 
ſten; and Rich and Hublon, two rigid Fanaticks.. Such are Montague 
and Smith. two of the Lords Commiſj;oners of the Trealury, indefatigabie 
Sticklers for the Whig Party. Papillion and Mayae, imthe Viftualiings 
Office and Hill of the Navy-Othce. Sr. J. Foach, Sir Steph. Evans, 
Ed. Clark, Tho. Hall, J. Danvers, ( the only Son of a Repicide ) and 
Foot Onſlow # the Exciſe. Parkhurſt, Murray, Vernon, and Pat 
ciial, in the Prize Office. Col. Kirby, Shepherd, azd4 Welwood, is 
that for the Sick and Wounded. Afſhurſt, in that of the Hackay Coaches; 
and Franklin in the Poſt- Office. And in the Cuſtom-houte, Sir Wal- 


ter Young, Afr. Chedwick, Sir Patience Ward, Siz Robert Claycon. 
And a long, &c. in other Offices and Places of Truſt through the Kingdom, 
200 long to be here inſcr:ed. The big, and (I know not wh ch 10 [ay) Na- 
tural or Unnatural Liberte, the Lord Sidney, now Earl of Rumney, & 
»ade Maſter of the O:dnance, an Governour cf the Cinque Ports and 
Dover Caltle,&c. 4nd Whig, Sir Tho. Littleton, a wider him in 148 


, 
gg 
[* 4 x 
+ * 1 4-» ®., 


O-:dnmes. "Tord Cuts, 'an Atheiſtical Whis, mad: Governour of tbe 
Ile of Wight. Theſe, and many more, are the Men now employ'd, 


Litcle nzedy Fellows are ' put 
into Employments of greateſt 
Honour anþImport, ſo they vc 
but-Fanitick enough. 

As Johnſton Secretary for Scot- 
1a»d, who the other day meerly 

<4o; Bread travell'd with 'Sir Rob. 

Barnard , htsCondition being 
.tizen very neceſſitous, though he 
i5 now one of the chiet Mana- 
gers in both Kingdoms. His only 
Mzric is the new faſhion'd Thei/m, 
grafted upon rigid Fanaticiſm ; 
the laft of which he denved 
from his Father, that Arch Rebel 
Wariſton, who was Clerk in ordi- 
nary to the Presbyterian General 
Aſſembly in his'time, and as fu- 
rious againſt the Mire as the 
Crown, 

Such another is that Infamous 
Fames Stuart, an Inveterate Rebel, 
and Pardon'd by King Fames, 
now Knighted ( fcrſooth! ) and 
#i!ls the Place of. Lord Adwvorcatre, 
which anſwers to that of Attorny 
General herc ; but of greater Ho- 
nour and ]nterelt in the Srate. 

Caſtairs,, a Super-presbyterian , 
that is, a Cameronian Preacher, 
attends K. William's Perſon, both 
at home and abroad, like a Jewel 
in his Ear : }#e make a Show in 
the Chapel, but He Exerciſes the 
OFice ot Cor-fefſor in the Cloſer, 

His Advice is taken in all 
the Spiritua Promotions of ouc 


Church ; and we. feel the Effets 
of it very ſenſibly. 

We ſec among the new made 
Biſhops thoſe who were former- 
ly Fanatical Preachers; and thoſe 
who,of all our Number,are leaſt 
Zxealous for the Church, and moſt 
Latitudmarian, for a Comprehan- 
fron of Dyſſemters, and a Deſpenſa- 
tion wich our Liturgy and Diſcs- 
pline, The Archbiſhop himſelf bas 
put on a ſtrange Moderation that 


"_ 
he Tide runs ſtrong both in 
Church and State towards a Fana- 
tical L2vel. 
the Scottiſh Reformation (tares us in 
tie Face, more Glaringly than 
in 42. 

And let us remember, That 
the Covenant (now Rampant in 
Scotland ) obliges them to carry 
on the work ot that Reformation 
in England, as well as in Scotland, 
as they did before : And they 
have the /mpudence to pray pub- 
lickly tor it now in their Churches, 
for our Converſion (as they call 
it) from Prelacy, which they call 
Popery ; and Idelatry, that is, our 
Liturgy. 

And yet their Apents there 
would make us believe , That 
they intend no Alteration of our 
Conſtitution in England. 

Bur are we to be {o Deceived 
now ? Have we never been Dc» 
cetved 
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ceived by them , in the ſame 
manner, before ? How often 
did they proteſt to Marquiſs Ha; 
wilten, Commiſſioner for King 
Cherle: the Firſt ,, That they did 
not intend to aboliſh Epiſcapecy ? 
{ Large Declaration, 114, 115. 69. 
and 173. ] 

And they uſed to perſwade 
the Scrupulous, "That they might 
take the Covenant without pre- 
j dice to Epi/copacy. 

In their Anſwer to the Fourth 
Reply of the Doors of Aber- 
deen, they lay, You will have all 
the Covenanters againſt their Inten- 
tron, and whether they will or net, 
to Diſallow and Condemn the Arti- 
cles of Perth, and Epiſcopal Govern- 
ment, —— But it is known to many 
Hundreds, that the Words were pure 
poſely conceived for Sotisf atlion of 
fuch as were of your Fn:gment, that 
we might all joyn in one Heart and 
Covenant. 

They had Lower and Higher 
Senfes of. this Oath. - Any thing 
to get you once Within their 
Circle ; and though they preſs 
the Obligation of ic upon all 
alike, like the Artifice of ſome 
of the Romiſh Emiffaries, who, to 
a Perſon tenacious of the Re- 
formed Dottiins , repreſent the 
Church of Rome as little Or no- 
thing differing trom us in Fanda- 
mentals, as they call them ; and 
will lzthim keep allthe Opinions 
they can't perſwade him fron, 
enly be reconciled to the Church, 
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to avoid Schi/zs 1 But when he is 
once in;-then there is. no ftop, 
they ' can Drive. him to the ut> 
moſt. "They bring in many Hun- 
dreds of their privete Deoftors tos 
the lower Senſe of their General 
Councils; as their Spawn of the 
Covenant do. leave their many 
Hundred; of private Perſons, who 
they at firſtpretended knew their 
Minds in wordiag ef the Cove- 
nant, to be much lower than the 
Letter of the Oath ſcemed to im- 
pore. 

But yet they would never af> 
terwards allow any fuch private 
Interpretations , as the true and 
natural Senſe of the Oath. But 
boldly charged chem of Perjury, 
who in the leaſt Tirtle departed 
from them. 

And how many Oaths and 
Proteſtations had we irom our 
Engliſh Parliament in 4%. 'Ihat 
they never intended the Aboli- 
tion either of Fpiſcopacy, or the 
Liturgy ? But, on the contrary, 
they exprefled a great Zzal tor 
Both ; till they, had got a Set of 
Fanatical Miniſters in the State, 
and They then ſoon introduced 
Miniſters of the ſame Kidney in» 
to the Church, 

And did not they then ſet up 
the Iaclinations of the People on 
their ſide? An1 did not they 
Carry it * 

And yet they had not half the 
Pretence as now. For, before 
chat Rebellion, England had been 

L long 


len? in the quiet Poſſeflion of 
Fpiſcopacy, without almoſt an 
Grambling againſt it; and thit 
but of ſo ſmall and: inconfider- 
able a Party, as did not ſeem 
worth notic2- Theſe Monſters 
were Bred, and'Grew up, in the 
Storm : But ſince the Over-flow- 
ing of that Schiſmatical Rebellion, 
our Land has been Fertile of as 
many Heterogenious ProduQions, 
a5 the Mud of Nis leaves upon 
Fgypt. There are almoit as ma- 
ny various SeFs and Armies of 
Diſſenters now , as there were 
hngle Mutineers at that time. 

And oh ! the Ditterence ! Eng- 
land had a King-then who was 
Bred from his Childhood in the 
Epiſcopal Communion, and zea- 
lous for it, even to Martyrdom. 

But our preſent King had the 
Misfortune ( to himſelf, and to 
us) to bs Educated under the 
Geneva Model, made Eraſtian in 
Holland : And it cannot be ima- 
gined, That the Alteration of 
his preſent Circumſtances have 
wrought as great a Change in 
his Princip/es : That would be (if 
not a Miracle ) to ſuppoſe him 
to be wholy. Latitud.narian, and 
indifferent co all Religions ; at 
leaſt as ro Church Government , 
which is the Point We are con- 
ceri'd tor, 

But ( alaſs!) the Meaſures he 
kas taken n Scorland, and he 
to ( as falt as it can go ) has 
idly undeceived us; and given 
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Demonſtration, That: he- is as 
zealous* for his Religion, as any 
other King at leaſt. 

\ Int ſhorr, it is evident, That 
King Fames never took more 
Pains to place ſuch Miniſters in 
che State, and Biſhops in the 
Church, as were, it not Popiſhly af+ 
feed; yet leaſt Inclin'd againſt 
it, than K. Wiliam has done, by 
the ſame Method, in Fayour of 
Presbytery. 

And there is yet a farther Rea- 
fon for him- to-put himſelf In- 
tirely into their: hands as ſoon as 
he poflibly can ; and that 15, 
That he can never Truſt to Us, 
He ſees (we cannot keep it con- 
c:al'd ) that much the major 
Number of the Swearing Clergy 
in Exgland, and thoſe who are 
upon the Foundations of the U- 
niverſtties, are Facobites in-their 
Hearts; and many of them have 
not the Continence to keep it to 
themſelves, but Blab ic where- 
ever they go : Inſomuct that the 
Nation has.it by the End, That 
weare all Facobztes ; at leaſt, we 
are all (except a very few ) Su/- 
pected, and that 1s equal to Gui/- 
:y, in che Argument 1 am now 
UPON. 

Well, kut whatever are th2 
King's Inclinations or Deſigns as 
ro the Church, we Truſt - to the 
Inclinations of the People that they 
are all tur Us; and that the: e- 
tore bis Intereſt wi!l periwade 
lim to comply. with them. 

Firſt, 


te MAC El oe Me. 


SI 


"> SI 


Firſt, We have many and 
abundant Inſtances, ſince the Be- 
ginning of this Revolution, how 
tar he can prevail with the Peo- 
ple, at leaſt with their Repreſents 
tives in the Houſe of Commons, to 
comply with his Intereſt or In- 
Clinations. 

Secondly, We have found the 
Inclinations of the People turn a- 
gainſt us, in the late Rebellion 
againſt King Charles the Firlt , 
when chey were much more uni- 
tedly for us than they are at 
preſent. 

Thirdly, The Inclmaticns of the 
People may be pretended, when it 
is not True, as we have ſeen in 
Scotland : And a Set of Fanatical 
Miniſters. of State may ſet up 
ſuch a Pretence when they pleaſe. 
Pretences are the eaſieſt found 
Things in the World ;.as we lay, 
It is no hard matter to find.a 
Stick to beat a Dog. 

But towards making the moſt 
True and Impartial Compura- 
tion that can be, as to the Incli- 
nations of the People in England at 
this Day, in reterence to Epyiſco- 
pacy , ard the preſent. Eſtabliſh'd 
Church ; Let us firſt take a View 
of the Nation in the General,and 
particularly of London, (and that 
not only. as to the Differences 
berwixt Us and the. Diſſenters, but 
with regard likewilc ro their I- 
elimatuns as Divided betwixe TU” 
2nd . our Neprived Fathers and 
Brethuen,) then of the Two 
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Houſes of Lords and Commens. 
And theſe are the ſureſt Steps F 
know whereby to compute the 
Inclinations of the People of Enz- 
land. 

Now to take a G-neral View 
of England ; we fadly find, That 
the Reverence to Religion in thi; 
General is mightily abated, and, 
amongſt very many, quite loſt. 
And therefore a Dilpute only 
about Church Government will be 
thought of very litele Conlſe- 
quence with theſe. 

There is a Spirit of A:tbe:jw 
gone out into this Land, eſpe- 
cially amongſt the Gentry of 
the firſt Magnitude ; ani Books 
are daily publiſhed, and greedily 
bought up, to render what they 
call Prief Craft, the Objz& of 
all Peoples Hate and Contempr. 

Ard will thoſs who have no 
Regard for Religion, have any 
Reverence for Church-mco? Thoſe, 
who think Them - and their Pio-. 
fellion Uſeleſs, and a Cheat ? 
And conſequently an unnecel- 
ſary Burdey and Charge to the 
People, and therefore neceſſary 
to be removed. That they are 
kept up only by the Folly and 
Supe:ſticion of a few Figets, who 
dare'not Think out of the Rod 
of their Forctathers; whom theſe 
Vertuoſos haye taken all imagi- 
nable Pains to undeceive, and 
convert them to the generous 
Latitide and Largeneſs of Thought 
( as chiey call it ) That if chey 
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ermiot get vid of 42 Religions, 
ty) be Inaifferent towards All ; 
a1! ro look no farther than the 
7 -24/ Lfabliſhment; or to con- 
ſidzr of Religion no otherwiſe 
{!12'2 as it is part of our Property, 
2 fo by the Laws, and which 
rciore may be. Alter'd by the 
1,awms : At leaſt, as to Church- 
CGrermmuwnt, 

And how can we deny this, 
who have allowed of Lay-Deprg 
V1tions © 

Nav, Brother, I muſt tell you, 
That cliis Latizndinarian Principle 
has ſtrangely prevailed even a- 
mong our Clergy ; chiefly of the 
fir Form , in whole hands all 
our Concernments lie, and the 
publick Afﬀairs of the Church. 

And now as to the Third 
Eſtate of Mzn in the Kingdom, 
the Commonalty ; What can we 
expe from them, but to be led 
by their Clergy, their Nobility 
and Gentry ? And do we not find 
it fo? Some think our Party 
great from th2 Anpearance 11 
our Churches here in London. But 
the Churches in London will not 
hold the Tenth part of the People 
in Londen : And therefore a ſinall 
Proportion of the People will 
make a great Shew in our Chur- 
ches, Befides, the Generality of 
the People do give themſelves a 
Latitude to go toChnrch or Meet- 
#195 inditfercntly; aid tince both 
ar? now equally Tolerated by 
the Law, they do not think it a 


3 & 
& } 
2 
[ 


20 } 


Fault, at leaſt they cannot be 
Cerſured, nor they think 'o much 
as julfly Blamed for it. I know 
{everal, even of the fi-{t Rank of 
the Gentry, who not only go to 
hear Sermons, but Receive the 
Cormumnon, both at Church, and 
at the Meetings, This is a ſtrange 
proftirution of our Diſciplare ? 
But we muſt not now pretend 
to Power,if we can Live,ws muſt 
let Live. Thoſe Days of the Au. 


' thority of the Church are over : 


We nowſeem to be in the Height 
of the Laodicean State. 

Again. Many of the Common: 
wealrh Party ( who canot love 
our Conſtitution)come to Church; 
ſome to preſerve their Places, 
and in reverence to the Sacra- 
mental Teft ; others , for meer 
Faſhion ſake ; and not a Few, on 
purpoſe to Watch, and Reporr, 
ani], find Obj:&ions, or to make 
them. 

By theſe means our Churches 
are hlld. But when we have ſub- 
{trated All, but who came hi- 
ther out of a pure Principle of 
Religion : And again, when we 


| have ſubdivided trom theſe,thoſe 


wno think - not that Religion 
conſiſts in Epiſcepacy , or any 
Form of Church-Gevernment, but 
look only to the Devotional part, 
which they may think might be 
preſerved under any other Form 
of Government in the Church, as 
well as that of Epiſcopacy ; though 
they may (perchance) like that 

Belt, 
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Beſt, as being moſt uſed to ir, 
( All who were fſtriftly princi- 
pled in the Divine Right of Epr/- 
epacy, and conſequently its In- 
dependence upon the State,are gone 
fiom- us into the Separate Com- 
munion of the Depriv'd Biſhops : 
And many, though they keap in 
our Communion, arc with them 
in their Hearts. ) 

I {y, when we have ſubſtrac- 
ted from tho'e who make their 
Appearance at ou: Churches upon 
ſolema Occaſions, Al! , except 
thoſe who would be content to 
ſtruggle for FEpi/copacy, and for 
us now in Poſleflion, in oppoſi- 
tion to the Depriv'd Biſhops, to 
{truggle for us, as the Epiſcopat 
Laity have done in Scotland a- 
gainſt the Laws in Being, and 
the Reigning Miniſters,to the Has» 
zard of their Perſons and Eſtates ; 
when All but ſuch as theſe are 
ſubſtrated from our Congrega- 
tions, 1 am afraid we ſhall have 
bur little Reaſon to Boalt of our 
Numbers. 

And chlough Mens coming to 
Church is no ſure Sign cf their 
being ttue Church-men ; yet their 
Forlaking , or Neg!ie&ting the 
Church, is a Certain Demonitra- 
tion that they are otherwil-. 

Add to this, a very Fatal Di 
Jemma in which the Diſſenters 
have Caught us, and have Im- 
prov'd it amongſt the People, to 
Dur no ſmall Prejudice. For if 
we {tick ro Paſſive Ovedzence in 


the High Senſe, as ic is contain'd 
ih the Homily againſt Rebellion, we 
muft condemn what we have 
done, and what we ſtill conti- 
nue to do. But if we call that 
an Error, then we own that our 
Church has been all along; before 
this Revolution, a falſs Guide ; 
and that the Diſſenters have taught 
the Truth, in this point of Doc- 
trine: And'then thePeople them- 
[:lves make the Application, that 
ic is fafer truſting to Them than 
toUs in other Doarines. For, 
ſay they, the Diſenters never 
went over to'you, in any of their 
Do&#7ines ; bur you have gone 
over to term in This, which you 
Formerly preſſed as Poſitively 
and Zealouſiy as any other Doc- 
trine of the Goſpel ; nay, more 
than moſt others, and as In- 
dilpenſibly neceſſary to Salva- 

tion. 
And will a People thus preyu- 
diced againſt us, bz zealous tor 
us ? Zealous againſt the D:ſſen- 
ters to whom we have at laſt tub. 
mitted, in our ſo long boaſted 
Charatteriſtical Diſcrimination of 
Paſfruve Obedience £ How (hall we 
retiat all the ha-d Words. we 
have given thefa tor oppoſing 
that Dodrine which we now pro- 
fels! For ufing thoſe fame Ds: 
.ſtinflions which we now ſet up! 
And whatArgument canwe fa | 
to perſwade the People that w : 
may not Deceive them in othe*- 
Dottrines, as well as in this? Why 
F they 


they ſhould Adhere to ws,againſt 
the Diſſenters , who have kept 
their Ground, and not contra- 
Cietzd their own Dodtrines ? 

Indeed oar Caſe bere is very 
difficule. Ir is needleſs mow to 
Blame the Preaching of Paſſive 
Obedience {o high in the former 
Reigns : The Fault is commit- 
red, we cannot deny it ; and we 
maſt ſuffer under the Shame of 
it. And we have loſt excced- 
ingly in the Hearts. and Inclina- 
z10us of the People now towards 
us, upon that account, They 
look upon us Inconſtant , and 
Timesſerving. And that Charac- 
ter to a Clergy-man mult forfeit 
all Mens Value and Eſteem for 
him : And conſequently for 41! 
that Clergy, or Chxrch, of whom 
they have conceived ſuch an 
Opinion. 

And cho you and I can vin- 
Cicate our {elves as to the Preach- 
ing ol Paſſ;ve Obedience in tormer 
Times ; What is this to all chat 
 Generality of the Clergy who 
were never Wcaity, nor would 
give over upon that Subj. ? 
| Who found it in every Text they 
could meet with ? And prefſe{ 
ir oltener, and more patheti- 
cally, than any A:ticle of the 
Creed ? 

And though we did not preach 
for it, yet we did not preach a- 
gainſt it. We letit go : Which 
the People think we ſhould not 
have done, it we thought it to 
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be an Errour 3 and fo Fata! a 
one 5 it muſt be, if it can be an 
Errour. They call this Time» 
ſerving in us then, as much as in 
the others ow : And then our 
Subſcriptions to the Homilies, anc 
Reading the Declaration of its not 
being Lawtul, upon any Pretence, 
co take Arms,c*#c. are thrown in 
our Dith. 

And it is needleſs here to inſiſt 
upon our Defences ; for the En- 
quiry we are now making, 15 not 
the 1w1h or wntrurh of the Calc, 
but only as to the Inclinations 
of the People , that is, How 
They take it, not how it 151N 
it (elf. 

Thus far we have obſerved 
concerning the People in Gene- 
ra), and in Londoy : Bur let us 
now come nearer, and obſerve 
their Countenance in the Great 
Repreſentative of the People, '1 he 
Parliament. 

And Here, like drawing near 
to an ill Daub'd Landskip , the 
Strokes appear more Groſs and 
Diſproportion'd. 

What a contemptible Figure 
do our Biſhops now make in the 
Houſe of Lords ! It was never fo 
known before. No! Never ! They 
are obliged either to quit their 
Seats in that Houſe, or to bear 
the Railery of the Lay-Lords eve- 
ry Day , who think them a 
Dead Weight amongſt: the Peers ; 
of whom the greateſt part would 
be glad to be iid of them, not 
only 
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only out of their Houſe, but out 
ot che Nation. | 

And it may here he noted, 
That Epiſcopacy was in greater 
Perfection, and more primitive 
Independency, in Scotland, than 
wich us here in England ; and 
likewiſe as much fortified by rhe 
Civil Law, and ſet higher in the 
State, than ( ſince the Reforma- 
tion) in England. 

The Clergy, there, are a Di- 
ſtin& Eftate by themſelves, and 
preterrd, in all things, to the 
Temporal Nobility : For not only 
the ewo Archbiſhops, ( as in Eng- 
land ) but every one of the B:- 
ſops, do Sign betore all the whole 
Temporal Lords ;, as may be fcen 
in the At above-mention, 16th 
ot March,1688.where all the Con- 
wven' ign {ubſ{cribed their Names ; 
and the Seven Biſbops who was 
there, did ſubſcribe before Duke 
Hamilton ( though then Preſident 
of the Conventiez ) and all the 
Lay-Lords, And their Subſcrip- 
tions are thus Indorſed in the 
laid Act : The Clergy and Nobi- 
lity ſubſcribed thus, When the 
Rolls in Pariiament are cal- 
ltzd over, the Biſhops are all firſt 
called, 

The Biſhops chuſe Lords of the 
Articles out of the Temporal Eitate 
of the Lay Lord's. 

In all chings, the Biſhops there 
are diſtinguiſhed more plainly as 
a Separate Eſtate,and the Firf of 
the Three Eſtates, than with us, 
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Bat they have a yet muckr 
greater Advantage above oar Bz- 
ſhops in theis Ecclefiaſt iaca! Alte 
thority. 

They have no Prebibirions from 
the Secular Courts to hang up 
their Excommunications, Or inter- 
meddle in their Spiritual Cexn 
ſures. 

The Biſhops there are Abſolute 
Judges ot the Fitneſs of Clerks, 
preſented to them for Livings. 
Nor give any Account hereof io: 
the Secular Courts. 

Nay more ; they can Tran- 
ſplant any Prieſt in their Dyoceſe 
from one Parih to ancther, as 
they ſhall judge their Labours to 
be more profitable in one Place 
than another, and there lics no 
Remedy for the Prie# ſo Tran- 
{planted from the Secular Courts; 
of which I have been told In- 
ltances, | 

The Cit Law has made no 
ſuch Inrodes upon the Epiſcopal 
Authority in Scot/and as in Eng- 
lzxd'; and theretore our Biſhops 
can plead no Exemption ( more 
than they ) from being caſt oue 
of the Church, whenever a Houſe 
of Commons ſhall pleaſe to have 
it 10. 

There is, as St. Cyprian lays, 
but one Epiſcopate in the whole. 
World, ot which every Biſhop 
partakes Severally, yet in Com- 
mon. Epiſcopatus unus eft , cujus 
a ſinguls, in ſolidum, pars tene- 
inr. CYP: dg unit Eccle/. 
| There- 
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Therefors the Caſe of Scot- 
land, at preſ:nt, is not only proxi- 
vius Utalegon to us; bur 'tis our 
own very Caſe, upon the com« 
on Bottom of Chriſtianity. 

For it we give up the Jus Di- 
Timnum Of Epiſcopacy in Scotland, 
we mult yield it a'fo as to Eng- 
lind. And then we are wholy 
1 recarious. 

And it in the Charch, much 
leſs tzt us think chart Biſhops are 
1o effential to Parliaments, but 
that ( as in England in 42. and 
now in Scotland) they may be 
Dilpenc'd with. 

And the Houſe of C:mmons, 
as well as of the Lords, have, up- 
'on ſeveral Occaſions , minded 
them of their Frailty : And chat 
what has been done , may be 
done, as well in this as in o- 
ther Things, But more than 
a!l this, both Houſes of Commons 
and Lords have ſhewn their Love 
To us, and high Regard of our 
Conftitution, in that they have 
diveſted us of all our Authority 
over the People, by their unli- 
mited A of {ndulgence to all 
Sorts and S1iz;2s of Difſenters; and 
commandirg that the Eccleſeaſt;- 
cal Courts ſhall have no Power 
10 proceed againſt any of them. 
And giving Power to the Tuft4ces 
of Peace, at their Seflinns, to Li- 
cence Teachers and Preachers, as 
1: is in the At of Tolecation, 
24 May, $9. prim. Guliel. & Mzr. 
4 his has reader'd our Church a 
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perfet Cypher : And if any, or 
all, of our Flocks ſhould Delerr 
us to morrow, and go over open- 
ly to the Diſſenters, we have no 
Power left us, by this AR, to 
reſtrain any of them by Eccleſs- 
aſtical Cenſurts,or any other wa) 
and the whole Nation have L1- 
berty to believe any of their 
Communions to be as fafe a way 
ro Heaven as our own. And 
thay have made tull uſe of thar 
Liberty : For how many do we 
meet with who do not believe 
it? And think it a thing indit- 
ferent which of our Churches they 
£0 to, as they term the Diſſemters 
and ours. They think chem all 
to be Churches ; and the Law gi- 
ving equal Liberty to All, who 
dare-quarrel with any for taking 
that Libergy to go to Any or Atl 
of theſe Churches ? 

Who can fay the Parliament 
has done Ill ? For if Epiſcopacy be 
not Fure Divino, why are they 
bound to fet it up more than 
Presbytery, Independency,Quakeri(m, 
or any other Sort 5 Why have 
we made ſuch Conteſts about it, 
theſe Ages paſt ? 

Put it it be Jere Divino, then 
it is out of the Parliaments Power 
to Abolqh it; or even to Diſpence 
wich,or Tolerate, any other Form 
of Government in the Church. 

So that we mult either Con- 
Cemn what they have done in 
Scetland, and in England too, by 
this Toleration ; or otherwile we 
muſt 


'muſt give up our Ture Divine 
Right, which we have endea- 
vour'd to hold out fo long againſt 
the Difſenters ; and profeſs td 
hold hereafter - by no other 'Te- 
nure than that of an A# of Par- 
kament, which now Grants equal 
Liberty to rhe Difſenters as to our 
ſeives. 

But this Law does nor only 
proclaim Liberty and Indemnity , 
but propoſes Rewards and Ad- 
vantapes to all who hall leave 
us. Any, of any Sort,. :n Orders 
"Or Our of Orders, who pleaſe to 
ſer up for Teachers, are, by this 
Act, exempted from ſerving wpors 
Furies, or from being Church-war- 
dens, Overſeers of the Puor, or any 
other Parochial or Ward Office, or 
other Office in any Hundred of any 
Shire, City, Town, Pariſh, Diviſion, 
or Wapentake. And theſe being 
Offices of Charge and Trowvle, we 
ſhall be in a lictle time let to 
{erve our ſelves ; 'or the whole 
Burthen lie upon 'thole Few 
whom their Nctghbours will call 
Fools for not eafing themlcives 
"of it, as they have done, Ihe 
Effet of this may not ap;tar 
Cconficlerably at firſt : Bur wit-n 
the Taxes have Reducd more 
to Poverty 3 and the Envy and 
Spice to ſee their richer New1i- 
Þours excuſed,may operate more 


than we are yet well aware. It 


you think that no fuch Incon- 
filerable People will be allow'd 
of for Preachers : The AR ex: 
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cepts none. And the Allowznce' 
is Granted to the Fuftces of Peace: 
And there is no ſtint of Num- 
ber. 1 can tell you an Inſtance 
came in' my way at the Eaftey 
Seflions 92. in St. Albans ; there 
came three poor Fellows tor Li- 
Cences to be Preachers, Two oft 
them fet their Marks inſtead nt 
their Names, tor they coll 
neither Read nor Writ: , and 
they had their Licences: And one 
of them being after Recurn'd up» 
on a Jury, pleaded his Privilege 
as a Preacher by the Aft, and 
had it allow'd him. Nor indeed 
can the Juitices Refuſe cirher to 
give them Licences, or allow 
them the Privileges granted by 
the Act. One ot thele Preachers 
Names, I remember , was one 
Bocket ; he lives in St. Stephen's 
Pariſh near St. Albans, and is 2 
Ditcher, and Day-Labourer. 
There are many fuch Exam- 


_ ples through the Kinzdom. 


We may now ſee where ont . 
Authority is going, #92 to men- 
tion Chriſtianity, at tis Rate. 
Thar Bocket is now as Legal a 
Teacher as the Archbiſavp of Can- 
ter{:;-;, This, Brother, is a fair 
Indication of the Irclizations of 
the Parliament towards us, of 
their Zeal to ſupport the Autho- 
rity 2nd the Repmtation of our 
Church. 

Well : But they have lett us 
in Polſeflion. of the Rents and 
Revenues of the Church, 

T hat 


That is indee] AN that we 
have lett. And how long ſhall 
we keep that, when the only 
Ground and Foundation of it is 
gone ? that is, The Authority and 
Diſcipline of the Church, and the 
luppoſed Neceſſity there is of cur 
Cixrch, This is all the Ground 
and Reaion there is for fupnor- 
ring and maintaining or Church 
more tnan ary other Church ; or 
for having any Church more than 
no Church. If none of them bz: 
Neceſ/ary, or ours no more than 
another, why ſhould we expe&t 
to Enjoy ſuch great Riches more 
than others? - The Nation is nor, 
or {0n may come not to be, in 
a Condition to atlow {ſuch great 
Penſions, when they are meerly 
Finorary, and of no Neceſlity to 
the Nation, 

The Biſhops Lands (as now-in 
Scot/ard ) may be fold, either for 
che Carrying on the War, or to 
Reward many of thoſe Necelli- 
- tows and Sacrament-taking Fana- 
ticks for Places of Advantage. 
There is no other viſible Fund 
tor them ; and they Expe&-it ; 
and retrain not ſometimes to 
Expreſs it. Our Titles being 
TFure Divino will not do : The 
bnpropriations have fpoil'd thar. 
The Church, though over-run 
with Erro:s, was in tar greater 
Authertty and Reverence than now, 
when Henry the Eighth ſcized ber 
Rewenue; and had more and 
greater Fiicnds to ftand by her : 
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The Pepz, and all the then Chrz- 
ftian Prinees, did Detelt his A& 
as Sacrilegious, and were highly 
Concern'd to have-it Rectified. 
And it was thought abominable 
by ail England, except thoſe a- 
mong whom he Divided : the 
Sooil. But is there ons Man in 
the World would be Concern'd 
for us, or Pity us, if w2 lolt all : 
Yer the Incliaations of the People is 
all we pretend to Truſt to. How 
have I heard ſome repeat with 
Pleaſure, that Prophecy which 
they aſcribe to ol Merimn? 


Heniy the Eighth 
Abbys and Cel 

But Henry the Nmth will pul 
down Churches and Bells. 
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By-Charches and: Bells they un- 
deiſtand the Epiſcopal Church and 
Ceremonies; and there has been 
enough done-in Scotland to fulfil 
the Propliecy, but that it was 
{poke of England. And they 
think that Henry the Ninth, and 
the time is now come. I lay nor 
ſtreſs upon theſe ſort of Prophe- 
ti2s,but they ſhew the Inclirations 
of the People, when they arc plea, 
{ed, and no body difpleaſed with 
Trumping up fuch ſtuft up- 
ON Us. 

Add to this whatever ftreſs 
you will lay upon the confident 
Boaiting ot choſs Diſſemrers who 
are molt in K, W:1's Intereit and 
Councils, chat all will be their 


own 


own they make no doubt of it ; 
cnly thzy would manage,as they 
think, wiſely, and worm us out 
by Degrees. They told us, from 
the Beginning of this Revolution, 
that K. William would take his 
time to bring them into the chief 
Places and Offices of Truſt ; 
which we Thought, in our Ho- 
ncy Month , to be nothing but 
the vain Humour of that Party, 
and to create Jealouſies berwixt 
the King and us, when we were 
endeavoring to excecd one ano- 
ther in our Careſes ; which it 
they were meant no more fin- 
cerely on his ſide than they were 
by ſome of us, .it was a Force on 
both ſides ; and not like longer 
to laſt, than the fhirſl Opporrcunity 
either could get to put them: 
ſelves..into hands they could bet- 
ter Truſt. 

They told us too, That. he 
would begin with Scotland , and 
according to the Succeſs he had 
there would take his Meaſures as 
to England. 

There is not a Step has been 
made, which they have not faith- 
fully and uuly toretold. It is ealy 
tor Managers to be Praphets of 
what 1s defian'd, y 

I wiſh what is to Come of 
their Pred:i&ionu may not prove as 
True as what is Paſt. Thar is, 
That, baving D:vided the Church 
of England among themſelves , 
they would, through Fears or 
Hopes, gain the major Number 
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to come over to their Doctrine 
of Reſiſtance ; whereby, having 
proclaimed themſelves to have 
been Falſe-Teachers heretofore, 
they would eaſily prevail wich 
the People not to Truſt them for 
the time to come : And fo, by 
conſequence gain the Cry on 
their fide, and have their turn in 
ſetting up upon the Inciinations 
of the People; and overturn Epil: 
COPacy here, as they- have done 
in Scotland. 

Indifferency in Lovers is -a Cer- 
tain Forerunner of a Breach. And 
the People of England, who were 
ſo. excethively Enamour'd of us, 
when the Biſhops were in the. 
Tower, that they hardly forbore - 
to Worſhip us, are now, I with I 
could ſay but. Cool, arid. wery In-- 
different towards us. . 

What the End of all theſe 
Things will be, is what, dear Bros - 
ther, has cortur'd my Thoughts, 
and makes. me. vent them ſo 
freely to you, who, I know, par- 
take, in a great. meaſure,in them 
with my ſelf. 

But, O good God ! If we hare: 
not been Sincere with Him, 
he knows our Hearts: If Tem-- 
poral Advantages haye been any 
Biaſs to us.! Or if, as Uzzadb, 
we have put forth our hand, be-- 
yond our own Rank and Ocder, 
2ging but in the leaſt out. of the. 
plain- Road of our Duty, tho, as. 
we thought,to ſave the Ark trom 
falling, oh; what will our Jadg- 
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mnt be! If thoſe Methods we 
have taken to preſerve the Church, 
prove, as it ſadly now threatens, 
to her and our own utter De- 
ftruction ! We fee the Enemy 
already Roar in the midſt of onr 
Congregations, and they have ſet up 
their Banners for a Token : We 
icem now to hold our Poſt but 
at their Diſcretion, till they are 
ready to give the Word, as in 
Scotland, No more Epiſcopacy ! 
No more Church of England ! But 
we ſhi!l nor fall like them: They 
fell altogether , every Biſhop in 
the Kingdom, and almoit the 
wholz Number of the inferiour 
Clergy. They may rite again, 
and will riſe Glorious, atlerting 
ſti!l the ſame Piinciples as we 
did before in the Reſtoration, 
16Co. But as for us now, Whe- 


ther ſhall we cauſe our Shame to go ? 
Will nor the Scots ufbraid us ? 


Where was our Zeal for Epiſco- 
$99 or Foreſight of our own 
Danger, when we ftood ſilent 
by, and ſaw their Fall, without 
putting in one Addrefs, or ſhew- 
ing the leaſt Concern for our 
Brethren ? They wal mind us 
( for we have not thought of it) 
of the Zeal which the Enghfh Bi- 


Fhops ſhew'd in the Cale of the 


Archbiſhop of Glaſgow, umuſtly 
Depriv'd by Lay-Authority in the 
Reign or Charles the Second, 
though there was an At of Par- 
Jiament thereto countenance it; 
chey Elpousd & as ther own 
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Cauſe ( for fo indeed it was ) 
till they prevail'd with the King 
to have him Reſtor'd. But now 
we could fee not only all rhe Bi- 
ſhops in that Kingdom, but onr 
own Renowned Metropolitan,and 
near half of the then Byſhops of 
our own Kingdom, Depriv'd by 
meer Lay-Awutbority, (not to men- 
tion the Diſpute of the Validity 
of that Lay Authority , and the 
Cauſe, which none of us dit 
think fufficient for a Depriva- 
tion) without Interpoſing one 
Word on: their behaif; or fo 
much as tor having that Allow- 
ance made good to them which 
was provided for them by the 
Act of Parliament , either by 
K. William to whom the A& en- 
truſted the Diſpoling of it ; or if 
not from his Fuſtice, yet at leaſt 
from the Genere/ity of thoſe who 
came, Unwilling and Sorrowful, 
as they pretended , into their 
Places. Nor did our Convocation 
once complain of the Abſence of 
their Archbiſhop, and fo many of 
their other Bſnops, or make any 
Addrefs on their behalf, or de- 
ſire any Confterence wi:h them, 
to know their Reaſons, and en- 
deavour any Accommodation, 
No; we did none of theſe things : 
We were ſciz2d with , I know 
not what, panick Conſterna- 
tion. Though all were well In- 
clm'd, and every one would 
gladly have been a Second, yet 
none gJurk Begin, We were 


Pafiroe 
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ree : Our Courage and our 

uls have left us. Weilie-under 
the Load , though we ſee our 
ſelves ſinking with it. What is 
this but Infatuation | and the End 
muſt be Deftruttron. But now, 
at laſt, if we have any Spirit 1cfe; 
though we have not made any 
Addreſs, or ſhewn -our ſelves 
Concern'd for the Caſe of our 
Brethren in Scotland, or for our 
Depriv'd Biſhops and Cler 
bere ; yet let us not fit ſtill, an 
by a fipine Negligence, be 1o 
wanting to our ſebves, as at leaſt 
not to Petition, to Repreſent 
our Fears and our Danger to the 
King and Government, to De- 
fire ſome Redres to our juſt 
Grievances ; That there may be 
an Alteration of the Perſons em- 
ployed in publick Offices, and 
ſuch only ſet at the Head of 
Aﬀairs as are ſincerely for the 
Church of England ; and let us 
make - our Exceptions againſt 
thoſe whom we know to be of 
a quite different Intereſt. We 
ventur'd upon all this, and'more, 
to King Fames, and had good 
Succeſs in it. Who 'knows but 
upon our appearing £calous 
and ARtiye for the Safety of che 
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Paſſeve here to a ſuperlative De- 


Church, others of our Flocks may 
joyn with us? Ar leaſt, they will 
Approve-and Juſtify us in affert- 
ing owr and heir crue Intereſt. 
But who will ſtir for us, orſt-n | 
by'us, if we Dare 'not (> much 
as open our Mouths in our own. 
Behalf? Ic is'our Office to Lead 
and Inſtrut them : They will 
love us the berter for it. And 
we may, by this, Recover ma 

ny whom we hare loſt, But we 
ſhall looſe all, if we Render qu: 
ſelves wholy inſignificant and 


Inſenſible of the Encroachmenis 


which are daily made upon us : 
And our Poſtcrities may curtz 
us, in whoſe Power it was to 
have ſtem'd this Tide, if we had 
taken it in time. The Pcopte 
will never beheve that we can 
be hearty to them, and ſtand 11 
the'Gap for preſervation of ther 
Rights and Privileges ( as we 
have heretofore done, and were 
Honour'd for it ) while they ſee 
us {0 very Diſpiritcd and Negl:- 
gent in our own. 

 Atleaſt this we ſhall Gain by 
ic, Thatif a Deat Exr be given 
to all our Applications, we may 
then reſt afſſur'd of what is De» 
termin'd againſt us. 

17 July, 1694. 
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FN Ince my Writing of this, to ad;1 to.our.Misfartunzs and Dan-. 
gers, already fo. many, we have receive 2 freſh Blow, by 
tat irreparable Lols of our raoſt incomparable Queen, who. 

was.qur Patronefs, from a Azal ſag tad for our Religion, our Tiuvs 

and Orthodox Church ;. in whoſ: NoQtrines her Judgment was in- 
tircly- Satisted,and under whoſe {trifteſt Diſcipline ſhe had had her 

Education ;- and whoſe tracſt and moſt genuine, Sons were always 

moſt in her Favour, had molt Intereſt and Influence with her. By 

her Dcach we have alſo loit all pretence to a Share- in K. William, 
and that becauſe we haye no pietence leit of {crving the preſeng 

Government upon our own Principles : For though all the World 

thould agree that King Fewes. really Abdicaced his Throne, and 

that the Prince of Wales was Suppchitions, yet K. Wiliam's Title 
being now become by her Death meerly Elective, and all Matrti- 
morial Right ccaſing with her, we that are of the Church of Eng- 
and, ard have ever declared our Conſtitution to be Ieredicary 
Wionarchy, can no longer. have thoſe Salyos for our Compliance, 
which keretofore gave ſome caſe to our Conftiences. K. William 
can't hut know this too ; and therefore whatever Diſguiſes he may 
r43nk neceilary to put on, he muſt he laying his Foundation upon, 
and giving legret Afſurances to, thoſe of the Whiggiſh Party. Nor 
are we the more Secure upon the Accompt of.the Princeſs of Der- 
wark.: No! there is our greatelt and moſt bewitching Snare. We 
cannot ſay ſhe is not of our Church in her ewn Mind ;, but whar 

Security can we have of what her ARings will be, fince we. know 

how entirely ſhe is in the Hands, and under the Tuition, of the 

Earl of Aarlb who knowing kis Intercſt to ſtand fo diametri- 

cally OQppatite to thar, of her own Relations, ( and by conſequence 

© thar of the Church which {upports thern, aad which would glad- 

t; ke chac ſhe might one day recurn to be under their Influcnce 

«nd Councils; ) who knowing this, 1 {-y, is fo faftly bound to the 

oppotte kntcre{t, and is fo dugyly engaged with Suzd and ſo- 

ward with the whole Gang, who aic fo obſtinacely and impla- 
zavly ſeragair it the Intereſt of our Church. Nay, 1am not wich- 


vac wy Fears, That, when the Princels of Newmark has ſuffered 
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our Church to be ſacrificed, and made her own Intercit preearicu:,. 
K. William may marry, or may be wrougit upon fo to wound our 
Monarchy in its Fundamentals, as in Effect will prove to be the Eita- 
bliſhing ( after his own time ) of that Form of Government the 
very Name of which all true Sons of the Church have. in utmoſt: 
Deteſtation. He may, when by Mar/b—'s Artifices the Princeſs 
of Denmark has loſt herſelf and us, obtain an AC of Pailiament to 
give the Crown to whatſoever Foreigner he thinks fit, or to be- 
queath us the hated Legacy 1 juſt now hinted at. The King's pre- 
ſent fir of Devotion is yet a leſs Security to us ;. for if it is put on to 
ſerve a Turn, then it is we Church-men and Tories that are to be 
Deceived; and nothing ſo effetually deludes, as diſſembling a good 
Lite and a ftrit Conſcience. Men can ſcarce keep themlclves 
upon their Guard againſt ſuch as betake themſelves to that fort of 
Diſguiſe. But ſuppoſe the King is grown really Religious : which 
way but to the Synod of Dart, and the Inſtitutions ot Calvin, and. 
the Principles of his Education, ſhould this new-raiſed Devotion 
turn him ? Has he unlearned his old DoCtrines, as well as turned. 
over a new Leaf? The more Religious K. William.is, the more Zea- 
lous will he be co Eſtabliſh Presbytery amongſt us; and that by 
1uch Steps and ſuch Degrees as the Heads gf that Party judg proper 
to do their Work, 
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